State Rehabilitation Council

NJ Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Box 398 – Trenton, NJ 08625-0398

P: 609 292.5987 F: 609 292.8347 Toll Free: 1 866 871.7867


Date:
11/3/2025
Location: The Law Center – New Brunswick and Virtual
Present: Dawn Monaco for Carolyn Hayer, Craig Ismaili for Gwen Orlowski, Lorna Runkle, Cyndy Walsh-Rintzler, Nantanee Koppstein, Rebecca Shulman, Bill Freeman, , Margaret Gilbride, Karen Alexander Lori Margolin, Nkechi Okoli, Carmela Slivinski, Jay Mills, Tatsiana DaGrosa, Mohsen Badran, Felicia Hopson-Ex Officio

Members Absent Stephen Gruzlovic, , Tom Jennings, LaTasha Brown, , Pat Tomlinson,  Janice Oursler,
DVRS: Tina Brand, Krista-Rae Ortiz, Joseph Prettyman (V), Deborah Vaughn, William Shultz
Public: Jacob Caplan, Pat Gerke, Mike Scoczek, Adam Kubler
Welcome, Invitation for Public Comments – Incoming Chair, Carmela Slivinski welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the new fiscal year. She thanked Margaret Gilbride, outgoing chair, for her support in the transition. 
Acceptance of September 17, 2025, meeting notes: Motion was made to accept the notes as presented and seconded; the notes were unanimously accepted.
SRC Expenditure Report from Treasurer: 

· Presented by Treasurer - Nantanee Koppstein
· There were no questions or concerns regarding the expenditure report and its explanations as presented by the treasurer

· A motion to accept the expenditure report ending 4/30/2025 as presented was made, seconded, and unanimously accepted.

DVRS Director’s Report: 
· Refer to Director’s report provided by Dr. Felicia Hopson 
· Organizational Chart was provided as requested
Highlight of CAP Report/Updates: 
· A recap of DRNJ Goals, objectives and activities for the 4th quarter were provided by Craig OIsmaili, supervising attorney on behalf of Executive Director, Gwen Orlowski, report attached 
In-Service: 

· Role of the Community Rehabilitation Programs with DVRS presented by Rebecca Shulman, presentation attached
Committee Work (FY26)


Legislative & Policy:  
· Report attached

Outreach: 
· New committee chair identified – Dawn Monaco
· Report attached  
Evaluation & Consumer Satisfaction: 
· Report attached  

Business/Items – 
· Public Forums – Council discussed dates for the coming years forums. 
· Annual Report – Joseph Prettyman will take the lead on the report and and SRC chair/vice chair will provide their input. Information due to DVRS by 12/8/25
· Membership – the Executive Committee met to discuss the status of all pending appointments and re-appointments. The Chair will communicate with the appointments office for an update. 
Next SRC meeting scheduled for 2/18/2026


